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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 September 2000 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1-30 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [x] Claim(s) 1-30 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) K The drawing(s) filed on 27 September 2000 is/are: a)E3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-30 are pending in the application. 

Priority 

A claim for priority has been made to US Provisional application number 60/201266. 
The effective filing date of the application is May 2, 2000. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on January 30, 2001 was 
filed after the mailing date of the application on September 27, 2000. The submission is 
in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information 
disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2, 7, 9-16, 18-19, 21-25, 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Ogawa et al. (US Patent Number 5608874), hereinafter referred to 
as Ogawa. 
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In regards to claim 1, Ogawa discloses a data structure for communicating 
sophisticated information, said data structure being downloadable from a server to a 
receiving computer over a network, wherein the sophisticated information is generated 
by a software application and sent to the server as a source file by a sending computer 
over the network, said data structure comprising: 

• A translated data portion storing the sophisticated information contained in the 
source file as a translated data file (col 10 lines 23-26). 

• A data accessing portion included with said translated data portion, said data 
accessing portion including machine instructions for interrogation of said 
translated data file by the receiving computer so as to enable a user residing on 
the receiving computer to select user-defined intelligible formats of the 
sophisticated information without using a separate software application (the 
translated data file is sent to a client computer where the files are translated in to 
Destination format files, or files suitable to be read on the clients computer, col 
10 lines 38-42). 

In regards to claim 2, Ogawa discloses the translated data file contains 
sophisticated information generated from any of a plurality of software applications, 
each having a unique source file format (numerous types of files are listed, col 8 line 55 
- col 9 line 1). 
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In regards to claim 7, Ogawa discloses the translated data portion contains 
unintelligible data (the translated data file is in an unintelligible format readable only by 
the translation program, col 5 lines 26-32). 

In regards to claim 9, Ogawa discloses the translated data is unintelligible data 
and wherein the machine instructions provided in said data accessing portion are 
capable of generating user defined, intelligible formats of the sophisticated information 
on the receiving computer having resident in its random access memory machine 
instructions originating from software code consisting essentially of operating system 
software code (a program of essentially operating system code is used to carry out the 
processes that occur at the main processing station, col 14 lines 30-32, the program 
utilizes a Preprocessor being able to. generate a user defined data file, col 16 lines 18- 
30). 

In regards to claim 10, Ogawa discloses a means for protecting the sophisticated 
information including storing said translated data into a user-identifying file format 
whereby user authorization is required at the receiving computer before allowing the 
user to select said user-defined intelligible formats of the sophisticated information (in 
one embodiment, a valid log in is required to access the files, col 13 lines 33-40). 

In regards to claim 1 1 , Ogawa discloses a means for protecting the sophisticated 
information including storing said translated data into a user-identifying file format 
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whereby user authorization is required at the receiving computer before allowing the 
user to select said user-defined intelligible formats of the sophisticated information (in 
one embodiment, a valid log in is required to access the files, col 13 lines 33-40). 

In regards to claim 12, Ogawa discloses a method for providing information to a 
recipient over a computer network, the information being generated and stored in a 
source file by a sender residing on a sending computer wherein a software application 
is needed to interrogate the information stored in the source file, the sending computer 
being connected to a server over the network and the recipient computer being 
connected to the server for access to data stored on the server, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

• Communicating a request for the delivery of the information to the recipient 
including the step of sending the source file from the sending computer to the 
server over the network (a set of data is sent to a main processing section, or 
server, Fig 1, col 8 lines 50-52). 

• Processing the source file at the server for access to the information by the 
recipient, including the steps of: translating the source file into a translated file, 
and providing with the translated file a means for accessing the translated file in 
a user intelligible format so as to permit the recipient to interrogate the 
information without the use of a separate software application (the file is 
translated and moved to outgoing data to be sent to the recipient, col 10 lines 23- 
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26, the recipient, utilizing the same software program as the sender, can 
translate the file further into a usable format, col 10 lines 38-42). 
• Providing the translated data and means for accessing the information in a user 
intelligible format for access by the recipient (the file is sent to the recipient in a 
format for further translation by the application running on the clients computer, 
col 10 lines 38-42). 

In regards to claim 13, Ogawa discloses the communicating a request for 
delivery step further includes sending a network address of the intended recipient to the 
server and sending a message to the server for delivery to the recipient (the sender can 
specify a destination address to the file, col 10 lines 57-60). 

In regards to claim 14, Ogawa discloses the communicating a request for 
delivery step further includes specifying a security protocol defining recipient access 
rights to the data stored in the source file and wherein said processing the source file 
step further includes the step of protecting the translated file by wrapping the translated 
file into a file format requiring recipient identification before granting the recipient access 
to at least a portion of the translated file (In one embodiment of Ogawa, validation is 
determined to be required by the sender before wrapping the file for sending, in order 
for the recipient to access the file the recipient needs a valid log-in and password, col 13 
lines 14-31, the provider can automatically or manually require entry of a log-in, col 13 
lines 36-37). 
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In regards to claim 15, Ogawa discloses the providing the translated data and 
means for accessing the information step further includes prompting the recipient for a 
password for access to the translated file (in one embodiment, a valid log in with a 
password is required to access the files, col 13 lines 33-40). 

In regards to claim 16, Ogawa discloses the providing the translated data and 
means for accessing the information step includes establishing a communication link 
with the recipient computer for download of the translated data from the server to the 
recipient computer over the Internet (the network may be the internet, col 11 lines 51- 
55). 

In regards to claim 18, Ogawa discloses the source file includes sophisticated 
information (the file can include a variety of formats of sophisticated information, col 8 
line 55- col 9 line 1). 

In regards to claim 19, Ogawa discloses the translating the source file step 
further includes storing the information contained in the source file into a non-modifiable 
file format (the source file is converted to a MidFormat file, col 10 lines 23-26, and 
Ogawa defines the MidFormat file as a translated data file for later translation, but the 
file itself is non-modified as it is translated into a new file type, col 5 lines 26-32). 
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In regards to claim 21 , Ogawa discloses a method for communicating to a 
supplier a request for response from a specifier, said method comprising the steps of: 

• Providing a network server including means for data storage, means for receiving 
data transmitted over the network from the specifier, means for processing 
specifier data and means for allowing the supplier to access the specifier data, 
the providing a network server step further including the step of providing with the 
means for receiving data a secure network communication link between the 
specifier and network server to limit unauthorized access to the specifier data 
(Fig 1 item 20, col 5 lines 4-20). 

• Receiving the request for response over the secure network communication link, 
the request for response including data stored in a source file on the specifier 
computer wherein the source file originates from any of a plurality of specifier 
preferred software applications (col 10 lines 14-17). 

• Processing the specifier data, including the steps of translating the specifier data 
into a translated file, and packaging the translated file including providing a 
means for accessing the translated file in a user intelligible format so as to permit 
the supplier to interrogate the information without the use of a separate software 
application (col 10 lines 23-26). 

• Notifying the supplier of the request for response (the supplier is notified of the 
file by it's appearance in the clients receiving mail box, col 6 lines 31-34). 

• If the request for response is accepted, providing the accepting supplier with 
access to the translated data (col 10 lines 38-42). 
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In regards to claim 22, Ogawa discloses the receiving the request for response 
step further including the step of receiving a specifier security protocol for limiting 
supplier access to the data stored in the source file and wherein said providing the 
accepting supplier with access to the translated data step further includes providing the 
supplier with access rights to the information stored in the translated data according to 
the specifier security protocol (In one embodiment of Ogawa, validation is determined to 
be required by the sender before wrapping the file for sending, in order for the recipient 
to access the file the recipient needs a valid log-in and password, col 13 lines 14-31, the 
provider can automatically or manually require entry of a log-in, col 13 lines 36-37). 

In regards to claim 23, Ogawa discloses providing the supplier with access rights 
step includes providing the supplier with a password access to the translated data (in 
one embodiment, a valid log in is required to access the files, col 13 lines 33-40). 

In regards to claim 24, Ogawa discloses the translating step further includes the 
step of storing the specifier data into a non-modifiable file format so as to provide the 
accepting supplier with only that portion of the data contained in the source file that is 
needed for accessing the translated data in a user intelligible format (the source file is 
converted to a MidFormat file, col 10 lines 23-26, and Ogawa defines the MidFormat file 
as a translated data file for later translation, but the file itself is non-modified as it is 
translated into a new file type, col 5 lines 26-32). 
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In regards to claim 25, Ogawa discloses the source file includes sophisticated 
information (the file can include a variety of formats of sophisticated information, col 8 
line 55 -col 9 line 1). 

In regards to claim 27, Ogawa discloses if the supplier accesses the translated 
data, further including the step of notifying the specifier that the supplier has accessed 
the translated data (a provider history box is disclosed which lets the specifier see what 
files have been received by the supplier, col 6 lines 4-6, also a transaction table is given 
that contains a listing of all processed transactions by a supplier, col 7 lines 3-4, once a 
translation is completed at the client end the transaction table is updated allowing the 
sender to know the file has been accessed, col 16 lines 54-61 ). 

In regards to claim 28, Ogawa discloses the providing access to the accepting 
supplier step further includes providing a secure communication link between the 
supplier and network server for download of the translated file and means for accessing 
the translated file over the Internet (the network may be the internet, col 1 1 lines 51-55). 

In regards to claim 29, Ogawa discloses the providing a network server step 
further including the step of storing in the means for data storage a registry of suppliers 
for receiving requests for response from the specifier, and wherein said step of notifying 
the supplier of the request for response includes notifying the supplier based on the 
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supplier information contained in the registry of suppliers (a table is used to store the 
information about a certain supplier such as ID number and name, col 5 lines 61-65 and 
col 6 lines 40-43). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3,30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Ogawa in view of Curtis et al. (US Patent Number 6336216), hereinafter referred to as 

Curtis. 

In regards to claim 3, Ogawa discloses a translated data portion, but lacks the 
self extracting file format. 

Curtis discloses a system of compressing data files into a format utilizing self- 
extraction (col 2 lines 19-23). Curtis teaches that formatting a file to self-extract without 
additional software programs increases the usefulness of a distributed network system 
file-sharing program by eliminating a separate extraction utility application. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Ogawa as 
taught by Curtis to include a self-extracting file format to increase the usefulness of a 
distributed network system file-sharing program by eliminating a separate extraction 
utility application. 
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In regards to claim 30, Ogawa discloses a method for providing a solicitor with a 
network-based service for securely communicating a solicitation to a plurality of 
recipients, the solicitor and plurality of recipients being connected to a server over a 
network, the information being generated by a software application and stored in a 
source file on the solicitor computer wherein a software application is needed to 
communicate the information in the source file in a user intelligible format for the 
recipient residing at the recipient computer, said method comprising the steps of: 

• Receiving the source file at the server (col 10 lines 14-17). 

• Receiving recipient information at the server pertinent to the solicitation of the 
recipient including a text message for the recipient (the PrepServer receives the 
recipients information including text messages for the required data files, col 5 
lines 47-59). 

• Converting the source file, including the steps of packaging the source file 
information into a secure file (col 10 lines 23-26). 

• Providing the converted source file to the recipient (col 10 lines 27-42). 
Ogawa however lacks wrapping the secure file with an executable file wherein 

the executable file permits the recipient to access the information generated by the 
solicitor's software application without using one of the solicitor's software application 
and a separate software application. 

Curtis, as shown above in the discussion of claim 3, teaches a system utilizing 
wrapping a file with an executable file wherein the executable file permits the recipient 
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to access the information generated by the solicitor's software application without using 
one of the solicitor's software application and a separate software application to 
increase the usefulness of a distributed network system file-sharing program by 
eliminating a separate extraction utility application. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Ogawa to include wrapping a file with an executable file wherein the 
executable file permits the recipient to access the information generated by the 
solicitor's software application without using one of the solicitor's software application 
and a separate software application as taught by Curtis to increase the usefulness of a 
distributed network system file-sharing program by eliminating a separate extraction 
utility application. 

Claims 4-6, 8, 17, 20, 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ogawa in view of Rappoport (US Patent Number 6614430). 

In regards to claim 4, Ogawa discloses sophisticated information, but fails to 
disclose the information is a mathematical model. 

Rappoport discloses a system of CAD file conversion that takes a CAD file of one 
format and translates it into another format. Rappoport teaches that a stored 
sophisticated data file can be a mathematical model (col 1 lines 42-58). Rappoport 
shows that it is advantageous to translate a CAD file, or a mathematical model, from 
one format to another to allow users utilizing separate CAD applications to be able to 
open the same sophisticated data file. 
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In regards to claim 5, Ogawa fails to disclose a 3D model. 

Rappoport teaches that a stored sophisticated data file can be a 3D model (col 
12 lines 25-38). Rappoport shows that it is advantageous to translate a CAD file, or a 
3D model, from one format to another to allow users utilizing separate CAD applications 
to be able to open the same sophisticated data file. 

In regards to claim 6, Ogawa fails to disclose the file contains data generated 
from a computer aided design software program. 

Rappoport teaches that a stored sophisticated data file can be a CAD file (col 3 
lines 58-61 ). Rappoport shows that it is advantageous to translate a CAD file from one 
format to another to allow users utilizing separate CAD applications to be able to open 
the same sophisticated data file. 

In regards to claim 8, Ogawa fails to disclose the unintelligible data includes 
vector-based numerical data which is used to generate screen images of physical data 
according to user-defined input. 

Rappoport teaches that a stored sophisticated data file can be vector based 
numerical data (col 1 lines 42-58, col 2 lines 10-14). Rappoport shows that it is 
advantageous to translate a CAD file, or a vector based numerical data file, from one 
format to another to allow users utilizing separate CAD applications to be able to open 
the same sophisticated data file. 
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In regards to claim 17, Ogawa fails to disclose the information for the recipient 
originates from a source file having data stored in one of a 3D model and a first 
graphics format and wherein the translating step includes translating a portion of the 
one of a 3D model and a first graphics format into at least a streamlined text format and 
a second graphics format. 

Rappoport teaches that a stored sophisticated data file can be a 3D model (col 
12 lines 25-38). Rappoport shows that it is advantageous to translate a CAD file (or a 
3D model in a first graphics format and wherein the translating step includes translating 
a portion of the one of a 3D model and a first graphics format into at least a streamlined 
text format and a second graphics format) from one format to another to allow users 
utilizing separate CAD applications to be able to open the same sophisticated data file. 

In regards to claim 20, Ogawa discloses storing the information contained in the 
source file into a non-modifiable file format step corresponds to storing the information 
in a file format compatible with a software application that does not allow modification to 
an input file (col 10 lines 23-26). Ogawa, however, fails to disclose the source file is a 
Computer Aided Design model. 

Rappoport teaches that a stored sophisticated data file can be a CAD file (col 3 
lines 58-61). Rappoport shows that it is advantageous to translate a CAD file from one 
format to another to allow users utilizing separate CAD applications to be able to open 
the same sophisticated data file. 
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In regards to claim 26, Ogawa fails to disclose a 3D model. 

Rappoport teaches that a stored sophisticated data file can be a 3D model (col 
12 lines 25-38). Rappoport shows that it is advantageous to translate a CAD file, or a 
3D model, from one format to another to allow users utilizing separate CAD applications 
to be able to open the same sophisticated data file. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John R Brancolini whose telephone number is (703) 
305-7107. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (703) 305-4792. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 
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